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Winter 2016  

NEWSLETTER 

Alaska Peony Growers Association 

OUR MISSION 

The mission of the Alaska Peony Growers Association (APGA) is to provide 
support and assistance to its members in all aspects of growing, processing, 
transporting and promotion of peony plants and flowers. APGA will advocate 
for research, reasonable governmental regulation, public and private financial 
assistance, and technology transfer that supports its members and the com-
mercial peony industry in Alaska. APGA advocates and supports establish-
ment and maintenance of a reputation by its members for the highest quality 
of our products, reliability in our performance, and integrity in our transac-
tions. APGA will promote peonies grown by its members to the general public 
and to markets throughout the world, and will publicize and advocate for the 
Alaska peony industry in general. 

2017 Annual Alaska 

Peony Conference  
26-29 January, 2017 Fairbanks at the Westmark Hotel 

Turn to page 3  for more details 

Register at:  http://www.alaskapeonyconference.com 
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W 
e say we'd like to 
play in the same 
sand box together, 

but sometimes that is easier 
said than done. From the 
time we are kids on the play-
ground and even now as peo-
ny farmers we all try to find 
our place that makes us com-
fortable but also productive 
and valued. I am a struggling 
introvert at heart, because 
my mind tries to tell me I'm 
an extrovert. I want to stay in 
my comfort zone, but the 
more I listen to my mind and 
go beyond that small com-
fortable place, the more I am 
thankful I did. I find that tak-
ing one small step at a time 
beyond the comfort zone leads to another step, 
and another, and before I know it I am writing 
articles for an APGA newsletter. 
 
The main topic I want to remind all of us about is 
that together we are stronger, many hands make 
light work and many other sayings we all know 
and preach, but do we actually live them? There 
are so many strong peony farmers in our great 
state. I know this because I meet you at confer-
ences and I see what has been accomplished, but 
there is still so much more to accomplish and so 
much untapped talent. I was not born and raised 
a farmer, but I have realized during my short 
time in the venture that successful farmers share 
three qualities; hard working, stubborn and opti-
mistic. That combination is incredibly powerful, 
but we also have to work together and share our 
talents. 
 
I see the peony industry on the brink of really 
making an impact on the domestic floral market. 
We have done a great job getting to this point, but 
how are we going to crest this next bump to start 
climbing to the true summit? By volunteering at 
your regional branch of APGA, stepping up to an-
swer the call when Gary Wells asks for volunteers 
to take on a project, giving time to your local co-
operative, sharing your talents with other farm-

ers, writing articles for our newsletters, attending 
and hosting farm tours, offering to be a test sub-
ject for scientific research and discovery ï but al-
so following through on your word. The hardest 
part of this call to action is knowing your limits. 
Yes, I want everyone to pitch in where they can, 
but volunteering for something that ultimately 
pushes you over the edge preventing you from 
completing the task to the required standard is 
worse than not volunteering at all. I pour every-
thing I have (and even time I don't have) into 
starting a cooperative in the Mat Su so we can all 
benefit, but it all started by offering to help re-
search a small topic. 
 
We must stand together, work together and ship 
only the best quality stems together. We are only 
as good as the last box we ship. Together we sell 
Alaskan peonies, not Billy's, Bob's or Jane's Peo-
nies... Alaskan Peonies. Protect your neighbors 
good name with a quality product and they'll do 
the same for you. Start by finding out what skill 
you have to offer, take a small step out of your 
comfort zone and see where it leads you. If you 
are lucky it leads to another step, and another. 
And along the way, somehow incredible satisfac-
tion in this sense of belonging to something great 
sneaks in there, and guess where that leads uséto 
the top together. 

The Power of Working Together  

By: Martha Lojewski 



 

ALASKA PEONY GROWERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

1231 W. Northern Lights Blvd #500 Anchorage AK 99503 907 887 1268 www.alaskapeonies.org Page 3 

2017 Annual Alaska Peony Conference  
26-29 January, 2017 in Fairbanks at the Westmark Hotel 

Ko Klaver  

John Dole  

Patricia Holloway  

Nancy Fresco  

Debra Prinzing  

Major Speakers  
The Future of Alaskan -grown Peonies and its Share 

in the World Market  
Ko Klaver is the industry representative for APGA and is the owner of Botanical 
Trading Company. 

The Principles of Postharvest Handling of Fresh -cut 

Flowers with Particular Attention to Peonies  
John Doles is Associate Dean and Director of Academic Programs for the College 
of Agriculture and Life Sciences at North Carolina State University  

A History of Commercial Peony Growing in Alaska  
Pat Holloway is Emerita Faculty at University Alaska Fairbanks. 

American Beauty:  The Slow Flowers Movement 

from the Field to the Vase  
Debra Prinzing is an author and leading American Grown flower advocate. 

Potential Effects of Climate Change on Peony 

Growers  
Nancy Fresco is a Research Professor at University Alaska Fairbanks and Network 
Coordinator for the Scenarios Network for Alaska and Arctic Planning. 

Turn to page 5 for more details 
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A 
s a Natural Resources 
Specialist at Fairbanks 
Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District, I have been man-
aging our soil testing and tech-
nical assistance programs for 
the past 5 years. This has coin-
cided with the rapid expansion 
of the peony growing industry in 
Alaska. I have done my best to 
learn the ins and outs of 
growing peonies and their 
nutrient and soil require-
ments. This was not an easy 
task, because there is little 
research on these topics for 
our climate. However, 
through learning from vari-
ous local soils experts, and 
through watching peony 
growersô trials and errors in 
soil/fertilizer management, I 
have become fairly confident 
in analyzing soil test results 
and providing recommenda-
tions that will work for each 
grower. 

I have discovered that one of 
the most important factors 
for success of a peony farm is 
choosing a good site and 
properly preparing the soil. 
Soils in parts of Alaska tend to 
be acidic and nutrient poor. 
This means that they need to be 
amended and worked before 
they can produce good agricul-
tural yields. In starting a peony 
farm, it is very important to 
work closely with either a Soil & 
Water Conservation District, the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, or University Extension 
to get your soil tested and get 
advice about soil preparation. 
As with any perennial crop, your 

one good chance to work soil 
amendments into your field is 
before you plant.  Once those 
expensive peony roots are in the 
ground the task of altering the 
soil environment is far more 
complex.  The following are ex-
amples of farms that I have as-
sisted with soil preparation in 
Interior Alaska. 

One farm I worked with cleared 
trees in 2013 and got their soil 
tested, with the goal of planting 
peonies in 2014. Their initial 
soil test showed low levels of 
many key nutrients, including 
Sulfur, Calcium, Magnesium, 
Boron, Nitrogen, Phosphorous, 
and Potassium. The organic 
matter content and Cation Ex-
change Capacity were also low, 
due to the recent bulldozing of 
stumps and topsoil. This is a 
common scenario, particularly 

in Interior Alaska. After the first 
soil test, I recommended apply-
ing compost to the field. This 
succeeded in raising many of 
the parameters but Calcium and 
Magnesium were still low. To 
address this, I recommended 
adding Dolomite Lime and till-
ing it into the soil. With the ad-
dition of fertilizer (at a rate 
based on the soil test), the next 
soil test showed that all of the 
parameters were much im-
proved and they were able to 
successfully plant peonies that 
had good growth their critical 
first year. 

Sometimes the initial soil test 
shows that a soil is very acidic, 
in which case it is best to pre-
pare the soil for a couple sea-
sons before planting peonies. 
Farmers I worked with in Two 
Rivers added lime, compost, 
and grew a cover crop for 2 sea-
sons before planting peonies. In 
the end, this farm will be much 
more productive because they 
took the time to properly pre-
pare the soil first. 

It is always disheartening to see 
farms where the soil was not 
properly prepared before peo-
nies were planted. I have seen 
plenty of stunted plants, nutri-
ent deficiencies, nutrient toxici-
ties and other problems stem-
ming from improper soil prepa-
ration and under or overuse of 
fertilizers. Please consult with 
experts before you plant peo-
nies. Peonies are a long term 
investment, and with some care 
and good planning, will produce 
beautiful flowers for many years 
into the future. 

Preparing Your Soil Is The Key To Growing Productive Peonies  

By: Jessica Guritz 
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